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Welcome!
Welcome to the latest edition of Connect. The clocks have gone back, and after a fantastic ‘Indian Summer’ it definitely feels like Winter. Never mind, there is lots happening at Church, as we enter the new era of Lynne’s ministry and our developing links with Chartham.

November is an important month – Sunday 13th November is the date of the Remembrance Sunday Service at Bossingham Village Hall (10.55am). We will remember all those who have lost their lives in wars throughout the world over the last 100 years, and this service seems to be more poignant every year.   
November also encompasses All Saints Day (1st November). All Saints' Day is also known as All Hallows' Day or Hallowmas, and is the day after All Hallows' Eve (Hallowe'en). It is an opportunity for us to remember all saints and martyrs, known and unknown, throughout history. We remember all those who have brought God's love to the world and to us personally.  
On the last Sunday in November (27th) Advent begins - a time when we remember that Jesus came into the world in Palestine 2000 years ago and that he also promised one day to return in all his glory.
Services for November
6th       
9.30am: Family Service 
13th 
10.55am: Remembrance Sunday Service at Bossingham Village Hall
20th   
9.30am: Family Service
27th   
9.30am: Family Communion 
What’s Coming Up?
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This is our next major social event, and your chance to pit your wits against the best brains in Stelling Minnis and Bossingham! Please book a table and bring your friends.
Situations Vacant!
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There are lots of jobs and responsibilities which all help to fulfil the ministry and mission of St Mary Stelling, and which are carried out willingly and faithfully by many people.  However, there comes a time when changes are needed – personal circumstances change and/or people want to use their gifts in a different way. Here are some great opportunities for you to get involved; please consider these prayerfully:
Treasurer: 
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Would you be willing to take this role over from Geoff? Work and other Church commitments mean that there are simply not enough hours in the day. Full support would be given! Please talk to Geoff.
Children & Young People Leaders & Helpers: We are keen to recruit additional leaders & helpers for all aspects of our work with children & young people. If you feel that this may be your calling, please have a word with Lynne or Jane to find out more.
Connect: Connect exists to provide news and information, and keep us all in touch with what is happening in and around the Church and the Church Family. Thanks for all your positive feedback and encouragement. Please get involved personally and submit news, interesting items, photos and articles. Use it or lose it! Geoff produces this monthly, but time is tight. How about using your creative skills to produce say the next 3 editions? Please talk to Geoff.

Prayer Corner
Please continue to pray for Lynne and Jeff as all the necessary building repairs are carried out at The Rectory, and they settle into their new home. 

Lord, we ask you to bless Lynne’s ministry in these parishes; and show each of us Lord how you want us to use the many gifts you have given us, for your glory.
A prayer for All Saints’ Day…..

Almighty God, Lord of all worlds,

We bless you for all who have entered into their rest and reached the promised Land, where you are seen face to face.

Give us grace to follow in their footsteps, as they followed in the way of Christ; and help us to see in them the memorials of your redeeming grace, and pledges for the heavenly might in which the meek are made strong.

A prayer for Remembrance Sunday….
Father of all men and lover of souls, as on this day we hold in grateful remembrance those who died in time of war and conflict, we pray that the leaders of nations may seek your righteousness, so that the whole world may find your peace.
And a prayer for those who are sick….

Heavenly Father, we commend to your love and care those who suffer in body, mind or spirit.

We especially pray for Sophie, Bob Everett, and Reg Humphriss, and others known to us.

In your goodness and mercy, grant them health of body, soundness of mind, and peace of heart, that in their wholeness of being they may glorify your name. Amen.
……Please use the Prayer Request Book at the back of the Church, and we will try to include all prayer requests in the intercessional prayers during the service. 

Lynne, Julia or Nigel are always available to pray with you at the end of the service, or at a time more convenient to you.









Verse for the Month… ”Freely you have received, freely give” Matthew 10 verse 8


