Connect


August 2011   St Mary Stelling…”Kent’s most extraordinary Parish Church” 


Welcome!
It is great news that Revd Lynne Rogers has been appointed as our non-stipendiary House for Duty Priest, and that we will soon begin a new era for Stelling Church as part of the developing united benefice of Chartham. 
We look forward to warmly welcoming Lynne and her husband Jeff to The Rectory in mid-late September. Lynne’s licensing, which will be conducted by Bishop Trevor and Archdeacon Sheila, has been arranged for Wednesday, 5th October. The licensing will most likely be held at St Mary’s Chartham, and it is hoped that as many people as possible from Stelling & Upper Hardres Churches, the Church in the Hall, and the local community, will attend. Full details will follow shortly.
We have all been praying for the ‘right’ person from the start, and those who have already met Lynne feel sure that our prayers have been answered. There is a wonderful spirit of fellowship and support around. We are all here to worship God, and to support each other, and it is great to see people taking on new challenges. The variety and quality of our Sunday services, which have been a really positive feature throughout the interregnum period, continued in July.

Windmill Fete

For the first time, we had a stall at the Village Windmill Fete in July. Despite monsoon weather conditions, we had a fantastic day and all-but sold out of cakes, jam, plants, and everything else.

It was great to have Stelling Church pitched on the Windmill Field literally
within the heart of the local community, AND we got our picture in the Kentish Gazette! 
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Thanks to everyone who made jam, baked cakes, donated plants, manned the stall, etc etc. Through a brilliant team effort, we raised over £300.
Services for August
7th       
Family Service led by Colin & Bernice Robbins 
14th  
Family Communion led by Revd Michael Reeve
21st     
Family Service led by Ros Browne & Pam Burgess
28th  
Family Communion led by the Venerable John Barton
Prayer Corner
Please pray for Lynne as she prepares for a new and exciting ministry here, and pray for her husband Jeff as he prepares for such a big change. 

Also, pray for those people in our midst who are awaiting medical tests and results. We ask the Lord to comfort them during this time of anxiety, and to remain with them during any treatment.

Bless, O Lord our God,

the worship and work of this church,

that it may be a house of prayer,

a centre of Christian teaching,

a community of service

and a witness to your redeeming love,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We thank God for our own personal relationship with Him, and for showing us how to use the special gifts, skills and talents which He has given to each of us, for His glory. 
What’s Coming Up?

Football Match

Sunday 21st August (11.00am) Bossingham Village Hall Field

As the Premier League gets underway, come and see the football players of today, those of the future, and several from the past! Come and get involved!
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Great fun, with teams made up of all-ages, genders and abilities! Please sign up in Church, or tell Trent (709471). Food and drink. Don’t miss it!

PCC Matters
The PCC met on 12th July. Here is a quick summary of what was discussed:

Interregnum

· The PCC unanimously expressed their delight at Revd Lynne Roger’s appointment as our Priest. 
· In order to build on the strength gained during the interregnum period, and to support Lynne, the PCC would like one service per month to be led by lay people, subject of course to Lynne’s agreement.
Building & Churchyard

· Investigations as to the root cause of the fallen ceiling plaster are underway. It appears that there is some differential movement between the tower and the nave.
· We need to arrange working parties to clear the churchyard and annex. The annex in particular has become overgrown.
Financials
We have a ‘true’ deficit at the half-year of approximately £750. Giving needs to increase and we need to work hard at our ‘events’ if we are to have any chance of breaking even at the year end. 

Children’s & Young Peoples Groups:

· Structure for Sunday morning is one ‘all-age’ group.

· Leaders from September are Sarah, Jane, Caroline and Claire. Helpers are Noor, Maree, Nicola, Louisa, Chris, and we want to work to develop additional leaders.

· The Urban Saints material is considered to be good, and we will continue to use it.

· This format to be unaltered for the next few months to promote stability and allow it to become embedded for children and parents.
· After 7s continues to go well.

Mission Giving 2011

Our commitment to give at least 10% of our income each year as a church was re-affirmed, and the following charities will be supported by prayer and an amount of £350 each:

· Catching Lives
· Release International
· AICM

It was felt that this range embraced local, global, and developing charities. 

Events

· The Football Match will take place on Sunday 21st August. 
· The Pet Show & Art Show is on 11th September. Planning is underway.
Please let Geoff or Ros know if you would like any more information, or have any comments, on any of these topics.









