Connect


July 2011   St Mary Stelling…”Kent’s most extraordinary Parish Church” 


Welcome!
Summer holidays are almost here, and half of the year is gone already! May we thank God for the holidays, and for all times of rest and recreation; and ask Him to give refreshment of body and spirit so that we return safely to our homes, our work and to our fellowship with new strength and a new vision of God’s love.  

The services in June, as we celebrated Pentecost and Trinity, were outstanding, and the spirit of fellowship and support at Stelling Church is so encouraging. 
Services for July
3rd       
Family Service led by Nick Hunt 
10th  
Family Communion led by Revd Michael Reeve
17th    
Family Service led by Richard & Janet Lockwood
24th  
Family Communion led by Revd Canon Reg Humphriss
31st 
10.00am United Service with Upper Hardres (at UH)
Interregnum Update

We have one candidate for our vacant House for Duty post – Revd Lynne Rogers, who has worked for several years as Priest-in-Charge within a rural benefice in Co. Wicklow, Ireland. Lynne will visit on 5th July for a local orientation tour, followed by an evening social gathering with the two PCCs. The interview will take place on 6th July, and I will advise you of the outcome as soon as it is known. The interview panel is: 
- Archdeacon Shelia (Chair)
-Caroline Spencer (Deanery Lay Chair)
- Rev Phil Brown (Chartham)

- Geoff Wright (Stelling)

- Ginny Hall (Upper Hardres)
What’s Coming up?

Windmill Fete Saturday 16th July                             
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Only 2 weeks to go!

For the first time, we will have a stall at the Village Windmill Fete, selling cakes, garden produce, plants, jam, marmalade, notelets and lots more. 
Please help make this a big success, and let Ros know what you can contribute as we would like to have plenty to sell from 12.00noon until 5.00pm. 

Prayer Corner
God bless our land

God guide our leaders
God resolve our differences

God revive our churches

God forgive our selfishness

God protect our homes and families

God strengthen our faith

     through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Pray that each of us develops and strengthens our own personal relationship with God, and that He shows us how to use the special gifts, skills and talents which He has given to each of us, for His glory. 
Pray for the future of our Church as we seek God’s way forward. 

Children & Young People

After Sevens now has a logo....

A few Sundays ago, Ben, Becky, Abby and Jane visited a youth group in Elham called Arc-Angels (so called because they meet at a house called the Arc) – we had been invited over to join their monthly Sunday afternoon meeting.  
They meet at the home of Dennis & Christine Osborne who have an indoor swimming pool, which they kindly open up to the young people to use.  There were a dozen or so 11-14 year olds plus us ... they made us really welcome, and Becky and Ben already knew one of two of the group from school. After the swim, everyone went over to the meeting room in a converted garage - there was some food, followed by a couple of games and a short talk by Dennis on the theme of trusting God for guidance in our lives.  Following that, we played a great game called Wavey Wavey which was a kind of hide and seek all round Dennis & Christine’s home.  Ben, Becky and Abby said they really enjoyed the session, and would like to go again... in fact, I believe Ben is going to their next meeting which is actually a canoeing outing to Hythe.  
They seem to have quite a few extra social activities which they have invited us to including another Event, a bbq on Friday evening 8th July (to which Michelle can offer a lift to any who want to go).
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Their regular meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of each month from 3.00-5.30pm... Jane may be able to take people over some months, but if any young people, not just After Sevens, want to go by themselves, they would be made very welcome.  If anyone wants any more details, have a word with Jane.

After Sevens has 2 more meetings this term:  Tuesday July 5th & 19th, 7.00-8.30pm.  Hopefully the 19th will be an end of term social of some sort (possibly another walk by popular request).  Current year 6s are very welcome.

Sunday Cool and Upper Room: are continuing to meet together in the Cabin each Sunday morning, but with a stronger emphasis on trying to provide some separate activities for the older ones.  The children and young people had fun the other week making and decorating worship flags, and during July we’ll be looking at some of the perhaps less well-known Old Testament characters – Joshua, Gideon, Ruth and Esther.  Once the school holidays arrive, we’ll be taking a break from the usual activities, with more holiday kind of things to do....

Messy Church: For Messy Church at Barham (3rd Sunday of the month), go to www.barhamdownschurches.org.uk
Do you have an unwanted TV?

We are seeking a TV for use in the Cabin to play DVD’s. Age and looks unimportant, as long as it can accept a scart lead for a DVD player. If you can help, please have a word with Jane or Geoff. Thanks. 

[image: image2.wmf]7:01











