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Welcome!
Believe it or not, Connect is 1-year old this month, so Happy Birthday Connect! 

Hopefully you continue to find it interesting and informative. It relies on you submitting news, interesting items, photos and articles, so use it or lose it! 

If you would be interested in producing (say) the next three editions, please have a word with Geoff.
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The variety of our Sunday services, which has been a really positive feature of the interregnum period, has continued through April. 
The services in April were again a mixture of clergy and lay people, and we intend to keep to this pattern of worship throughout the interregnum. The Mothering Sunday service was led by The Church in the Hall & After Sevens; Revd Julia Butterworth took the Passion Sunday Communion service; Nigel Lockwood led the Palm Sunday service which included the children and young people; Geoff Wright led a Good Friday Meditative service which reflected on the Crucifixion as told in Matthew’s Gospel; and Canon Revd Reg Humphriss took the service on Easter Day – again, all very different styles of service, but each inspirational in their own right. 

There is a wonderful spirit of fellowship and support around. We are all here to worship God, and to support each other. May looks like being just as exciting.

Services for May

1st      
Family Service led by Nick Hunt

8th 
Family Communion led by Revd Michael Reeve
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15th    
Family Service led by Geoff Wright

22nd 
Family Communion led by Revd Canon Reg Humphriss
29th  
United Service with Upper Hardres (at Stelling) led by Revd Canon Norman Woods 
All Services start at 9.30am, except the 29th which is 10.00am. There are groups for children and young people each week.

Interregnum Update
Geoff writes……….There has been lots happening recently. I try to give regular bulletins during the Notices in the services, and hopefully the following summary will bring you fully up to date:
· The Archdeacon has agreed to the appointment of a House for Duty (HfD) priest to serve the two Parishes of Stelling & Upper Hardres.

· Upper Hardres PCC raised some financial concerns about their ability to afford a HfD post going forward. Stelling PCC fully supports the appointment of a HfD priest and takes the view that ‘finances are the cart and spirituality is the horse’.

· Following further meetings and reports involving the Archdeacon and the deanery, both Churches have now committed to the process of the appointment of a HfD priest to live in The Rectory. We will become part of the Chartham benefice (which currently comprises only St Mary’s Chartham). 
· We have drafted a Parish Profile, jointly with Upper Hardres, and when agreed with the Archdeacon this will be placed on the Diocesan website (hopefully during May) to attract applicants for the HfD post.

· Representatives of the two PCC’s met with Revd Phil Brown of St Mary’s Chartham on 18th April to discuss the way forward, and this was a very encouraging and positive meeting.
If you have any questions or concerns about anything to do with the interregnum or the process involved, please ask and I will do my best to give you an answer.

Please keep praying for the right person to come to us to help us to grow spiritually, as individuals, as Churches, and as a local community.
After 7’s

This is our week-night youth group for school years 7 – 9, a joint venture by the Church in the Hall and St Mary Stelling. The meeting dates for May are:

Tuesday 10th May
Tuesday 24th May
We meet in the Upper Room at 7.00pm. For details please contact Jane (01227 700416) janeparsons2007@tiscali.co.uk
What’s Coming Up?

Windmill Fete

Saturday 16th July                             
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For the first time, we will have a stall at the Village Windmill Fete, selling cakes, garden produce, plants, jam, marmalade, notelets and lots more. Please let Ros know what you can contribute. 
There will also be a visual display about church activities, history, mission support etc.

Football Match
Sunday 21st August (11.00am) Bossingham Village Hall Field
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Great fun, with teams made up of all-ages and abilities! 
Food and drink. Don’t miss it!
Family Barbecue

One weekend in August (date to be confirmed)                         



Olivia has kindly offered to host a Family BBQ, with donations to be distributed 50% to AICM & 50% for Stelling Church funds.
More details to come. 

Pet Service & Art Show

Sunday 11th September                             
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This year the Pet Service will be bigger and better than ever, and will include an Art Show, BBQ, bowling, can shies, and refreshments. Details nearer the time.
Wine & Wisdom  
Saturday 19th November                             Bossingham Village Hall 
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Pit your wits against the best brains in Stelling Minnis and Bossingham! 
Open House @ Christmas time
Pam will kindly host an ‘Open House’ with donations given to a cause or charity which we support as part of our Mission Giving.
Money Matters

The headlines at the end of the 1st quarter of 2011 are:

· There is a shortfall of £816.18, mainly due to the payment of £661.54 for the carpets, which has been held on account for 5 years as the David Grove Memorial. 
· We have total bank reserves of just over £16,000, but we are slowly eating away at these.

· We will only balance our books by a combination of increased giving and fund-raising.

We are faced with increased costs of running the church – such as lighting, heating, and a host of other expenses to support the work of the ministry – and a reduction in giving. Money will always be tight, and we will probably never have enough to do all we need to do and want to do. 
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We need to pay our ever-increasing bills, but as Christians it is not just about paying bills. It is also about fulfilling our 
mission and ministry.

The Bible offers loads of good reasons for giving; for example, ‘Giving should be joyful, generous and a response in gratitude to God’ (2 Corinthians 9, v7), and the Bible also gives us the important principle of giving in proportion to our means.
If each of us gave an extra £2 per week from now onwards, we could fulfil our ministry and mission and balance our books in 2011. Making full use of the Gift Aid Scheme is a good way of maximising our income – the church can reclaim the tax on donations, which means for every pound you give, we receive an additional 25p, with no extra cost to you. 

· Please make sure you use your envelope number, and ask me for envelopes if you need any.
· Some people give by Standing Order mandate, and this greatly assists financial planning. Please consider switching to this way of giving. Ask me for a form!
May I ask you to prayerfully review your own method and amount of giving?

Geoff – Treasurer 
Prayer Corner
Father, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.




O Lord our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope, 

enlarge our charity; and make us ever ready to serve you, both in body and soul, through Christ our Lord.

Lord, please show us how to use the special gifts, skills and talents which you have given to each of us, for your glory. 
Please pray for the future of St Mary Stelling as we seek God’s way forward. 
There is now prayer by the Altar after every Service, led by Julia and Nigel; please come along.
Who’s Who
Following the Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) held on 11th April, the Officers and PCC are:

Churchwardens:

Geoff Wright 

709635

Ros Browne


709263

Treasurer:

Geoff Wright


709635
Elected PCC Members:

Trent Gifford

709471

Nigel Lockwood

700383

Jane Parsons


700416
Julia Wright


709635

Olivia Grove


709206
Deanery Representatives:

Nick Hunt


709430

Pam Burgess                         709418

PCC Meeting – Notes
The ‘new’ PCC held it’s first meeting on 19th April at Geoff & Julia’s house. 
A brief summary of the matters discussed is:

Children and youth: The number of children attending the Sunday morning groups, and the number of available leaders/helpers have fallen. Meeting for leaders and helpers is being arranged for  May.
Financial report: Geoff presented a financial statement for the YTD 31st March, the headlines are given in ‘Money Matters’ elsewhere in Connect. We talked about the idea of setting up a ‘Friends’ scheme.
Interregnum: 
· Geoff updated the meeting following the joint meeting with Upper Hardres and Caroline Spencer (Deanery Lay Chair) after the APCM on 11th April, and the joint meeting with Phil Brown (Chartham) on 18th April.

· Parish Profile. Thanks to those who had contributed, and especially to Julia who has done the vast majority of the drafting and liaison with UH. The first joint draft was sent to the Archdeacon on 5th April, within the agreed timescale. Feedback awaited.

· Services June-September are mainly arranged. The standard and quality during the interregnum period has been good, with a wide variety. Thanks to all those who have contributed in any way.

· Roles. Geoff said that he was overloaded with the additional work which the interregnum has entailed, and would appreciate some help from others to take on Treasurers role, Connect, Parish Magazine etc.
Future Events: 

We have started planning the events which are listed in Connect. The success of these events is critical to us to support our outreach into the local community, and to boost our finances.
Mission Giving 2011: 
We started to consider our mission giving for 2011. We are committed as a Church to distribute at least 10% of our income, which will amount to approximately £1,000.
Questionnaire Feedback: The feedback from the Questionnaire responses has been captured, and was reviewed:
Services: good progress made with issues raised.

Children & Young People: the 8 ‘special’ services in the year where children remain in church have been agreed. Brief children’s ‘slot’ at the start of every service may be difficult at present as numbers of children and leaders have fallen. 
Spiritual: a prayer request book to be placed in church.

Pastoral: Julia has taken on Home Communions for Stelling and Upper Hardres. None carried out as yet. The PCC would like to work towards the formation of a structured Pastoral Team.

Communication: brief Notices may come at the start of a service, but if Notices are anything other than brief they should be delivered at the end of the service. Connect is valued.
Learning Together: Lent course had low numbers of attendees, but those who attended found the sessions to be enjoyable and fulfilling.
Prayer Request Book
A prayer request book can now be found on the table at the back of the church. 
This is for everybody’s benefit. If you have a request for prayer which may be for yourself or some other person or situation, please make an entry in the book. This can be as brief or as detailed as you wish. You may like to leave your name, but this is not essential.
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Please do read the entries in this book and pray as you feel appropriate. All entries will be noted each week by the person leading the prayers at the Sunday service, and will be included in the intercessions.
This book is for us all to use. The Lord hears and answers all our prayers, please make good use of this opportunity.
An extra £2 per week each will make ends meet…..…… 

















Verse for the Month… ”Be kind and compassionate” Ephesians 4 verse 32





