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The Mystery
How do Spring flowers find the strength to push and penetrate through the darkness underneath the earth’s iron-clodded weight? How is it that they can struggle through the leaden clay? Why is it they do not wait until a warmer day?

Can it be the magic sap that drives it from below? The answer to the mystery is one we’ll never know…We can only stand and watch the tiny flowerlets grow – wondering and worshipping the God who made them so.
Welcome!
Welcome to the latest edition of Connect. Spring has definitely sprung, and Easter is coming up fast. There is lots for you to get involved with as we complete our first two months of the interregnum!
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One real benefit of the interregnum so far is that each Sunday service brings more and more variety. Following on from February, the four services in March were led by Julia, Revd Michael Reeve, Colin & Bernice, and Revd Canon Reg Humphriss – all very different, but each wonderful and inspirational services in their own right. 
Thank you to all, but particularly to Julia, and Colin & Bernice this month for stepping outside your comfort zones and doing a fantastic job in leading services! 
Julia contemplated Lent, and revealed ‘The Mystery’ and ‘Never Cease to Marvel’ (both readings are reproduced here in Connect); and Colin & Bernice explored ‘The Word of God’ whilst reflecting on the 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible, with the help of the young people (and Trip the dog!). 
It is great to know that we are all there to worship God, and to support those who are doing new things. April looks like being just as exciting.
Please get involved personally with Connect. It relies on you submitting news, interesting items, photos and articles. Use it or lose it! 
If you would be interested in producing (say) the next three editions, please have a word with Geoff.
Services for April
3rd     
Mothering Sunday service led by After Sevens & The Church in the Hall
10th 
Family Communion led by Revd Julia Butterworth
17th    
Palm Sunday Family Service led by Nigel Lockwood
22nd 
Good Friday Meditative Service led by Geoff Wright
24th  
Easter Day Family Communion led by Revd Canon Reg Humphriss 
All Services start at 9.30am. There are groups for children and young people each week, except Mothering Sunday and Palm Sunday when the children are in Church.
After Sevens
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After Sevens – the week-night youth group for school years 7 – 9, a joint venture by the Church in the Hall and St Mary's. We'll be having just one meeting in April because of the holidays; date still to be confirmed – will let everyone know as soon as we've decided. 
Sunday Cool and the Upper Room:  
Sunday Cool and the Upper Room continue to meet together in the Cabin on Sunday mornings.  The groups are meeting every Sunday except the “specials” when we will all be in the church together.  
So our April dates are :

April 3rd (Mothering Sunday), and 17th (Palm Sunday), all the church together.
April 10th, 22nd  (Good Friday) and 24th (Easter Day) – meeting in the Cabin

Good Friday – April 22nd

As a church we celebrate Jesus' life, death and resurrection throughout the year, but there are 5 major festivals without which the Christian faith would not be complete... Christmas, when we celebrate Jesus' birth; Good Friday when we remember His death on the cross for us; Easter Day when He rose from the dead; Ascension – His return to heaven; and Pentecost, when He sent the Holy Spirit and the church as a body of Christ's followers came into being.

Good Friday is a sad day because we are remembering Jesus' death for us, but it IS good, because without his death we could not know God's forgiveness of our sins.  
Children and young people are all included in this... so Sunday Cool and the Upper Room will be meeting in the Cabin during the Good Friday adult service.  We'll be thinking about Jesus dying, but it won't be all gloomy and miserable... because we know how it ends, and we have Easter Day to look forward to.  Amongst other things, the youngsters will have the chance to make Easter gardens, so do come and join us, and do invite friends along who don't normally come to church – they will be very welcome.

For Messy Church at Barham (usually the 3rd Sunday of the month), go to www.barhamdownschurches.org.uk

What’s Coming Up?

Lent Group
Thursday 7th & 14th April (7.45pm). 
There are notices about the Lent Group each week in Church, or call Nigel for details (700383)

Windmill Fete

Saturday 16th July                             
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We will have a stall at the Village Windmill Fete, selling cakes, produce, jam, marmalade, notelets and lots more.
Football Match
One Sunday in August (date to be confirmed)                         Bossingham Village Hall Field
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Great fun, with teams made up of all-ages and abilities! 
Food and drink. Don’t miss it!
Pet Service & Art Show

Sunday 11th September                             
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This year the Pet Service will be bigger and better than ever, and will include an Art Show, BBQ, bowling, can shies, and refreshments. Details nearer the time.
Wine & Wisdom  
Saturday 19th November                             Bossingham Village Hall 
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Pit your wits against the best brains in Stelling Minnis and Bossingham! 
New Events – Ideas Please!

Can you think of an event which the Church could run? 
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We already have established the Wine & Wisdom, Pet Service, and Football Match as firm annual events, and intend to expand these events in 2011. As you will see, for the first time we will also have a stall at the Windmill Fete in the summer, but would like to do more. 

In addition to funding the ministry and mission of our Church, we aspire to be at the heart of the local community. We need to find new ways of doing this.

Do you have any ideas, special interests, involvements or contacts which you think could be turned into an event? 

Please have a word with Geoff or Ros.  

Prayer Corner
Never Cease to Marvel
Do not take for granted all the loveliness you see – morning splendour, sunset gold, and blossom on the tree….never cease to marvel at the wonder of these things; new life bursting from the soil, and birds on soaring wings.

Commonplace the sights may be , but never let your eye grow accustomed to the glory of the land and the sky….never grow too dull to wonder at the mystery – of the beauty of the earth, the sun, the stars, the sea.

Pray that each of us develops and strengthens our own personal relationship with God, and that He shows us how to use the special gifts, skills and talents which He has given to each of us, for His glory. 
Pray for the future of St Mary Stelling as we seek God’s way forward. 
There is now prayer by the Altar after every Service, led by Julia and Nigel; please come along.
Major-General David Grove OBE – Memorial 
David Grove died on 31st December 2005. He will be remembered by many of us for being the wonderful man he was, and for the great work he did in the village and for St Mary’s. He worshipped, with Olivia,  at St Mary’s and served initially as PCC Secretary in 1995, and then as Churchwarden up to the time of his death. At David’s Funeral Service, an amount of money was donated which we have kept separately to provide a Memorial to David when the time was right. Olivia has now used this money to buy the wonderful carpet which is now laid in Church, and I’m sure you will agree that this provides a very fitting tribute to David, who devoted so much love, time and care to St Mary’s.
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With Olivia’s permission, David’s obituary is reproduced, as published in The Times. It tells the story of a remarkable man and an amazing lifetime:

DAVID GROVE was devoted to the environment and the community wherever he lived and worked. 
The son of a Royal Engineer officer killed in a wartime air crash while serving as an aide to Winston Churchill, he was educated at Charterhouse and the University of Alberta, Canada, and worked for the Canadian Government in the Yukon Territory, measuring indications of global warming, before being commissioned into the Royal Engineers in 1965. 

He commanded a field engineer squadron and later 26 Engineer Regiment in Germany, served on the directing staff of the Staff College, Camberley, and as Military Assistant to the Vice-Chief of the Defence Staff for which he was appointed OBE in 1984. 

As a brigadier, he was Commandant of the Royal School of Military Engineering, Chatham, from 1986 to 1987, and then went on to senior staff appointments in the MoD, including Director-General Personal Services (Army) responsible for pay and conditions of service, and leader of the Future Careers Study. 

On leaving the Army in 1993 he maintained close connections with his former corps as Colonel Commandant Royal Engineers, 1995-2003, chairman of the Royal Engineers Museum and chairman of the Royal Engineers Association. He was also a trustee of Haig Homes and chairman of Commissioners of the Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Dover. 

As chairman of trustees for the Cobbes Meadow Group, Riding For the Disabled, he led negotiations for the purchase of the Chartham site; he also led the action group responsible for transforming the Stelling Minnis Wesleyan chapel into a village hall. He was selecting pictures for display there only a week before his death. 

A Deputy Lieutenant for Kent from 2001, he worked closely with the voluntary sector and advised a number of local community organisations with urgent projects. He chaired the Stelling Minnis Parish Council, served as a governor of Stelling Minnis school and was one of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s nominees to the diocesan synod. 

A devout Christian and a modest man who relied upon the art of gentle persuasion to get things done, he was an immensely popular local figure.
Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM)
The Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) will be held, jointly with Upper Hardres, on Monday 11th April (7.30pm) at Stelling Church. 
This is when (amongst other things) the 2010 Report and Accounts are presented, and elections are held for Church Officers and PCC.

Anyone on the Church electoral roll is encouraged to stand – if you are not on the electoral roll would like to join, please have a word with Julia (709635).












Verse for the Month… ”He is Risen” Luke 24 verse 6


