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St. Mary’s Church holds weekly services for worship 
with members aged from 0yrs to 90+yrs and has a good 
number of adults and children attending regularly.   
Through the centuries it has always been here as a 
focal point for Christian worship and villagers have been 
baptised, married and buried here, and this ministry 
continues to be offered to the whole community.  St 
Mary’s, with St.Peter & St. Paul’s, Upper Hardres form a  
parish of about 1,000. The Priest-in-Charge is Revd. 
Margi Walker who lives in the Rectory in Curtis Lane. 
 
 
A Brief History Of The Church 
 
St Mary’s Stelling dates from the 12th century, although 
a church on this site is noted in the Domesday Book.  
The date of consecration of Stelling Church is reputed to 
be 1130. In 1988 The Conservation Foundation, of 
which Professor David Bellamy is a member, aged one 
of the yew trees in the churchyard as 1,500 years old; 
the implication of this with its proximity to Stone Street is 
that this was an early Christian site dating from the 
Roman occupation. 
 
St Mary’s is therefore, almost a thousand years old!  
Externally it is a typical East Kent church but internally it 
is unique and of exceptional importance.  In 1790 it was 
re-ordered in a non-conformist style which involved 
placing the pulpit midway along the north wall of the 
nave and rearranging the box pews. The Church is, 
therefore an outstanding historical record of social and 
religious developments in this corner of Kent. 
 
 
The Church is a Grade A Listed Building. Indeed, the 
Kent Archaeological Society, which is the oldest and 
most respected local historical society, recently visited 
and referred in their Journal to St Mary’s as “Kent’s most 
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extraordinary parish church”. Did you realise that you 
live so close to such a gem? 
 
 
The Need For The Appeal 
 
However, there is a problem at St. Mary’s.  A recent 
survey has shown there is an urgent need for repairs to 
the historic box pew foundations which are built directly 
on to clay and are rotting in places; the electrical 
installations need upgrading; a lightning conductor 
needs installing, and there are other necessary minor 
repairs. 
 
The likely total cost of these repairs will be 
approximately £40,000   
 
We would like to start repairs later this year, and it is 
intended to keep the Church open whilst these are being 
carried out. 
 
 
Where Will The Money Need To Come From? 
 
Our Building Appeal fund has been started by using 
£10,000 from church existing funds (which is the 
majority of our assets) plus £4,000, already pledged by 
members of our church congregation. Applications for 
funds are also being made to various Grant awarding 
organisations, such as English Heritage, but there are 
no guarantees that they will be able to help.  
 
 
How Can I Help? 
 
There are several ways you can help: 
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�  Make a donation  or pledge  either by cheque, cash 
or standing order mandate.  

 
  
�  By giving, say, £10 a month via a standing order for 

2 years you will have donated £240. With tax relief 
and interest this sum will be increased by about £65. 
The monthly amount pledged is of course up to the 
individual to decide.  

 
 
�  Sponsor a brick  – we will need lots of bricks to 

make the walls to support the pews. £10.00 will 
place your name or that of a family member, into a 
permanent record  and your ‘brick’ will support many 
visitors to the church in coming generations. 

 
 
�  Sponsor a floor joist -  These will be the key 

supports for the unique box pews.  £100 in your 
name or that of a loved one, will be recorded in 
permanent form for those who have helped to 
support the valuable pews for future generations. 

 
 
To maximise all gifts we ask that all tax payers complete 
the Gift Aid section on the enclosed form as we can then 
reclaim the equivalent of 28p income tax for every £1 
given with no extra cost to the donor. 
 
Thank you for taking time to read this leaflet .  
 
Stelling Church really does need your help.  We 
hope that you will want to help to preserve this 
unique gem for the benefit and enjoyment of the 
whole community, now and in the future. 
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How can I find St. Mary’s Church?  
 
We have a beautiful Church, here in Stelling Minnis but 
it  
is tucked away, if you are unsure of its whereabouts:                                   

 
1. Leave Stone Street at Lime Kiln Lane, after 0.4 

ml. right turn into Church Lane. 
 
2. Nearly opposite the Hop Pocket turn into Lime 

Kiln Lane at signpost for Stone Street, first left is 
Church Lane.  

 
3. Walkers only, from Bossingham Road turn into 

Harvest Lane and turn right down the track just 
by the Old Ebenezer Chapel, the Church is at the 
top of the hill. 

 
 
 
If you would like any further information, please 
contact: 
 
Revd. Margi Walker - Priest-in-Charge 
 
Geoff Wright - Churchwarden & Treasurer 
  
Pam Burgess - Churchwarden  
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Please contact the 
church for a Gift Aid 
and Direct Debit form 
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OPEN DAY 
AT STELLING CHURCH 

 
SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 

10AM – 4PM 
 

ART and CRAFT EXHIBITION 
 

LANDSCAPE PAINTINGS  
by local artists - Anne Damon & Jean Whitfield 

 
 

PATCHWORK QUILTS AND CRAFTS 
 

CLAY MODELLING FOR ALL AGES 
 

CAKE AND PLANT STALL 
 

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
                  and see under the box pews 
 

 

REFRESHMENTS SERVED ALL 
DAY 
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PLEASE COME AND VISIT  
‘KENT’S MOST EXTRAORDINARY PARISH 

CHURCH’ IN YOUR COMMUNITY  

 

Famous 1500 year old yew tree, with a girth of 25 ft (7.62m)   

 
The historic box pews and pulpit  


