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Welcome!
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Firstly, we must give thanks for the wonderful services we have had throughout Advent and Christmas. Advent helped us to prepare ourselves to receive the gift of Jesus and helped us to pray for the grace to greet him when he comes again in glory. At Christmas time, we welcomed Him as the Saviour who is Christ the Lord. I hope that you and your families have had a very happy and blessed Christmas.

Now we approach the New Year – where did 2011 go?!
The month of January is named after the Greek god Janus who is always pictured with two faces, one looking back and one looking forward. Very appropriate, for it is at this time of year that we look back – with a mixture of joy, sadness, and regret – and forward into the unknown future of the New Year with excitement and maybe some trepidation. We make our resolutions and hope, no matter what happened in 2011, that 2012 will be better. 
Top of my New Year Resolution list is losing weight, exercising more, and making more time for everything! – does that ring any bells with you?  

So I would like to change things this time and make the start of this New Year a season of new beginnings; make it a season of new aspirations and challenges, and actually doing some of those things I’ve been putting off doing. 

Let’s all make it a time to look ahead with a sense of anticipation and excitement, to listen to God, and to be open to the new things God wants to do in our lives.
Wishing you a very happy and peaceful New Year!

Services for January
From January, the titles of the Services have changed to better reflect the Service. The big change is that there will be an All-Age Service on the third Sunday of every month, which will cater for adults, children & young people.
1st        
9.30am: Morning Worship
8th  
9.30am: Holy Communion
15th 
9.30am: All-Age Service
22nd  
9.30am: Holy Communion
29th
10.00am: Joint Service with Upper Hardres (at UH). The service will be led by Revd Phil Brown (Chartham) and Lynne.
Lynne’s View 
As we enter another year of financial uncertainty and worry about what is ahead in the coming months, none of us knows exactly what a new year might bring.  Maybe we could all hold on to the words written by Marie Louise Haskins just over 100 years ago in a collection of poems called The Desert:

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
‘Give me a light, that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied:
‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.’ 

This poem caught the public attention when Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, gave a copy to her husband, King George VI and he quoted it in his 1939 broadcast.  Its words remained a source of comfort to the Queen for the rest of her life and they were read out at her state funeral.

May these words be a comfort to you too and may you all feel the support of God's loving arms throughout 2012.
Building Repairs
As you are well aware, various sections of the ceiling plaster in the nave have failed and fallen within the last few years, and we have made repairs (until the latest incident in June 2011). John Sell, our architect, has investigated the cause and frankly is unsure of the exact cause – theories such as differential movement between the tower and nave, and unequal pressure on each side of the ceiling have been suggested, the latter being most favoured.

John has proposed that 4 new tiled vents and a lead-covered access hatch in the inner slope of the nave roof are installed, and the fallen ceiling plaster repaired. The idea is that by ventilating the roof space, pressure on each side of the ceiling will be equalised. There are no guarantees that this will solve the problem, but all other avenues have been exhausted. The forming of an access hatch into the roof space is not intended to solve the problem but allow us to carry out inspections which are impossible at the moment. The cost of the work is likely to be around £2,000.
Not good news. Also, a Quinquennial Inspection is due in 2012. We are required to undertake such an inspection every 5 years, and the cost is approximately £1000+VAT. It is a detailed inspection of the condition of the fabric of the building, interior, churchyard etc. You may recall that the last one in 2006 prompted the extensive work we carried out in repairing the pews, improving the electrical installations and heating, and building repairs etc. 
The PCC has agreed to go ahead and have this inspection done so that any additional work which is identified could then be costed so that we have a total cost including the ceiling repairs – fund-raising and grant applications etc could then be undertaken in the full knowledge of any problems we have and the total estimated cost of repairs. 
Prayer Corner
A prayer for New Year:
Heavenly Father, accept our thanksgiving for all the blessings of the year that is past, and for all the possibilities ahead in this New Year, make us thankful.

Give us wisdom, courage and discernment in the face of so much chaos, uncertainty and fear.

Help us to see how, in our lives, we can contribute towards peace, faith and love.

And give us the will to translate our desires into actions.

In the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lynne, Julia or Nigel are always available to pray with you at the end of the service, or at a time more convenient to you.



Welcome to the January edition of Connect. 











Verse for the Month:      Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation          has come: The old has gone, the new is here!               2 Corinthians 5:17 

