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December 2011   St Mary Stelling…”Kent’s most extraordinary Parish Church” 


Welcome!
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Welcome to the latest edition of Connect. 
Advent begins on Sunday 27th November and goes right through to Christmas Eve. For most of us, this four week period leading up to Christmas is perhaps the busiest and most hectic time of the year. 
It is easy to forget amongst all the planning, Christmas shopping, decorations, and Christmas ‘do’s’ that it is a time to prepare ourselves to receive the gift of Jesus – a gift that will not be discarded after the Christmas holiday, but one which will remain with us always. 

We prepare in this Advent season to celebrate once more his first coming and pray for the grace to greet him when he comes again in glory.
Christmas tells us to be confident even when life is dark, for God is in control. It tells us that Christ is the only true light. But it also challenges us – will we welcome Christ, by faith, into our lives? Or will we be like the inn-keeper with no room for him?

May we all, this Christmas, welcome Him as the Saviour who is Christ the Lord.
Wishing you a very happy and blessed Christmas.

Services for December
4th       
9.30am: Family Service

7th 
6.30pm: Scouts Carol Service Come and join the cubs, scouts and brownies for their annual carol service. We’ll be singing lots of your favourite carols.
11th 
4.00pm: Christingle Service by Candlelight. Don’t miss this atmospheric celebration and the opportunity to take some quiet time to reflect on the most wonderful Christmas gift. Christingles will be presented to everyone.
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15th 
2.00pm. Carols with the School Choir. Stelling Minnis Village Hall. The choir from Stelling Minnis School will be leading the singing with Mr Gray in charge of proceedings. 

Seasonal refreshments will follow.
18th   
9.30am: Family Communion / Sunday School Party

25th   
10.00am: Christmas Day Family Communion. Children in Church.          

Lynne’s View 
Have you heard the story about the two women who, dressed in their finest, were having lunch together in a very exclusive restaurant? 
A friend saw them and came over to their table to greet them.  “What’s the special occasion?” she asked.  One of the women said, “We’re having a birthday party for the baby in our family.  He’s 2 years old today.” “But, where’s the baby?” the friend asked. The child’s mother answered, “Oh, I dropped him off at my mother’s house. She’s taking care of him until the party’s over. It wouldn’t have been any fun with him along.”  
How ridiculous! A birthday celebration for a child who wasn’t welcome at his own party? Yet, when you stop to think about it, that’s no more foolish than going through the Christmas season, with all of its festivities, without remembering the One whose birth we are supposed to be honouring. And that’s the way many people celebrate Christmas. In all the busyness – the party-going, gift shopping and family gatherings – the one whose birthday they are commemorating is almost completely forgotten. As we move into this holiday season, in all of our good times with family and friends, let's make sure we don’t leave out the Lord Jesus.  
Jeff and I wish all of you a very happy and joyous Christmas and may God bless us all and guide us through the coming year.  'To God on high be glory, and peace on earth. Amen'
Christ The King – Celebrating Discipleship

The service held at the Cathedral on Sunday 20th November celebrating our discipleship, led by Bishop Trevor and the three Archdeacons, was a wonderful occasion, where we were able to dedicate ourselves anew to following Christ. The Cathedral was overflowing with ‘900 voices’, and the worship, led by Graham Kendrick, was amazing. It really was an evening to remember. We came away feeling greatly encouraged, uplifted and inspired.
What’s Happened?
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The Wine & Wisdom evening held on Saturday 19th November was a big success in every way. Great fun, great company, good food and a wonderful atmosphere.

Eight teams competed for honours. There was also a raffle – thanks to those who contributed raffle prizes – and an auction of a painting donated by our very own local artist, Annie Damon (thanks Annie!). The event raised £365 for Church funds. Thank you to everyone who supported the event in any way.
Film Night: We housed a screening of ‘The Mystery on the Minnis’ on Friday 18th November. It was great to have lots of local people in our Church who don’t usually come. Many of them were fascinated by the history of the Church building. The film was great. What a fantastic local enterprise! – very entertaining, and brilliantly capturing the beauty of our local villages and environment.
PCC Matters

The PCC met on 15th November. Here is a quick summary of the main matters discussed:

Children & Young People

.. are a hugely important part of St Mary Stelling, and should be as involved as possible in all we do. The PCC unanimously agreed that normally the Children & Young People should be present in Church at the start of the service, and should return towards the end of the service. When it is a Holy Communion service, Leaders should do their very best to ensure that they return into Church in time for the start of Communion preparation. There will be an All-Age Service each month.
Services

There was a discussion about the current titles and format of the services; we would like the titles to better describe each service, and to ensure that they dovetail with the services at Upper Hardres. A provisional arrangement was agreed as follows. 

1st Sunday   -   Morning Worship

2nd Sunday   -   Holy Communion

3rd Sunday   -   All-Age Service

4th Sunday   -   Holy Communion

Lynne will consider, and discuss the order with Upper Hardres, after which amendments to the order can be made. Changes to titles to be made with effect from January.

Financials

The year-end position is expected to be a deficit of approximately £300 (assuming we don’t get any surprises!).

Parish Share 2012 agreed:

Chartham

£61,530

Upper Hardres

£  7,728

Stelling


£  7,728

                                    ----------

Total


£76,986

Joost Gifford’s trip to Kenya 2012 – The PCC agreed to support Joost as much as possible, and came up with some great ideas such as a Pancake Party on Shrove Tuesday, providing soup on Ash Wednesday, and getting involved with the Deanery Event at Chartham on 12th May 2012. We agreed to donate a sum of £50 in 2012 towards Joost’s total costs of £1,000. The donation will be paid from the Don Sweeting Memorial fund in view of Don’s love of supporting young people.

Pew Cushions

Olivia has all the material, foam etc necessary to make cushions for all the main pews. Julia has made cushions for two pews. Olivia to approach other appropriate people to help, and will possibly arrange a fund-raising event in 2012. 

If you would like a full copy of the Minutes, just ask Geoff.
Prayer Corner
A prayer for Lynne:
Almighty Father, hear our prayers for your servant Lynne whom you have called to the charge of our parishes. Strengthen her, by your Holy Spirit and fill her with love of your people; that as a faithful priest and true servant of your Son, she may preach your word, minister your sacraments, and shepherd your flock, to the glory of your name. Amen
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And a prayer for Christmas:

Heavenly Father, we pray that amid all the joys and festivities of this season we may not forget what Christmas really means – that you loved the world so much that you gave your only Son, who was born to be our saviour.

Accept our thanksgiving, and fill us with the spirit of charity and goodwill, that we may show gratitude in generous service to those who need our help; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

Lynne, Julia or Nigel are always available to pray with you at the end of the service, or at a time more convenient to you.









Verse for the Month: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. John 3 verse16


